S5110

300gg(a)(1), 300gg—4(b)) must now be struck
down as not severable from the individual re-
sponsibility provision: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate Legal Counsel is
authorized to represent the Senate in Texas
v. United States, No. 4:18-cv-00167-O (N.D.
Tex.), including seeking to—

(1) intervene as a party in the matter; and

(2) defend all provisions of the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act, the amend-
ments made by that Act to other provisions
of law, and any amendments to such provi-
sions, including the provisions ensuring af-
fordable health coverage for those with pre-
existing conditions.

——————

SENATE RESOLUTION  582—PRO-
TECTING AMERICAN DEMOCRACY

Mr. SANDERS (for himself and Mr.
WHITEHOUSE) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the
Committee on Foreign Relations:

S. RES. 582

Whereas Senator John McCain stated, ‘‘[It]
was one of the most disgraceful perform-
ances by an American president in memory.
The damage inflicted by President Trump’s
naiveté, egotism, false equivalence, and sym-
pathy for autocrats is difficult to calculate.
But it is clear that the summit in Helsinki
was a tragic mistake.”’;

Whereas, on July 17, 2018, in response to
the international backlash, President
Trump, while claiming he misspoke and
blaming the media for reporting what he
said, still sowed doubt about the electoral in-
terference by the Russian Federation by
claiming it ‘‘could be other people also’ and
not just the Russian Federation;

Whereas the United States faces an unprec-
edented situation in which the President of
the United States refuses to acknowledge an
attack on the democracy of the United
States;

Whereas the Russian Federation has been
interfering not only in the elections of the
United States, but also in the elections of
other democracies, such as the United King-
dom, France, and Germany, to name a few;

Whereas the goal of the Russian Federa-
tion is to advance its own interests by weak-
ening the transatlantic alliance of democ-
racies that arose after the Second World
War, while also inflaming internal divisions
in each of those countries;

Whereas, on July 13, 2018, Special Counsel
Robert Mueller announced indictments of 12
members of the military intelligence service
of the Russian Federation known as the
Glavnoe Razvedyvatel’'noe Upravlenie (re-
ferred to in this preamble as the “GRU”);

Whereas, on July 13, 2018, Director of Na-
tional Intelligence Dan Coats raised the
alarm on growing cyberattack threats
against the United States in a range of
areas, including Federal, State, and local
government agencies, the military, business,
and academia, stating that the situation is
at a ‘‘critical point”, adding, ‘“‘In regards to
state actions, Russia has been the most ag-
gressive foreign actor. No question. And they
continue their efforts to undermine our de-
mocracy.’”’, and comparing the warning signs
to the signs the United States faced ahead of
the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks;

Whereas the cyberattacks by the Russian
Federation represent a threat to the demo-
cratic system of the United States and the
democratic systems of the allies of the
United States;

Whereas, domestically, President Putin
has undermined democracy in the Russian
Federation, crushing free speech, jailing po-
litical opponents, harassing and assassi-
nating journalists who criticize him, and in-
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creasingly persecuting ethnic and religious
minorities and lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer citizens;

Whereas, in terms of foreign policy, the
Russian Federation has meddled in the elec-
tions of democratic countries, stoking polit-
ical tensions by promoting hatred and sus-
picion of immigrants and minorities, and
trying to undermine longstanding alliances
between democratic allies;

Whereas, in 2014, in violation of inter-
national law, the Russian Federation in-
vaded neighboring Ukraine, and annexed the
Crimea region;

Whereas the Russian Federation has assas-
sinated political opponents abroad, most re-
cently through the use of poison in Salis-
bury, England, on a former spy and his
daughter, an atrocious chemical attack that
endangered the lives of hundreds of civilians
and which, according to news reports, the
Government of the United Kingdom con-
cluded was likely carried out by the GRU;
and

Whereas President Trump had an oppor-
tunity to raise the issues described in the
preceding clauses with President Putin at
the July 16, 2018, summit in Helsinki, Fin-
land, but chose not to: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) accepts the assessment of the United
States intelligence community with regard
to interference by the Russian Federation in
elections in the United States and in other
democracies;

(2) must move aggressively to protect the
election systems of the United States from
interference by the Russian Federation or
any other foreign power, and work closely
with the democratic partners of the United
States to do the same for elections in those
countries;

(3) demands that the sanctions against the
Russian Federation that were enacted in the
Countering America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (Public Law 115-44; 131 Stat.
886) be fully implemented by the President;

(4) will not accept any interference with
the ongoing investigation of Special Counsel
Robert Mueller, such as the offer of preemp-
tive pardons or the firing of Deputy Attor-
ney General Rod Rosenstein; and

(5) declares that the President must co-
operate with the investigation of Special
Counsel Mueller.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  583—COM-
MENDING THE DEPARTMENT OF
JUSTICE FOR ITS INVESTIGA-
TION INTO THE INTERFERENCE
BY THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION
IN THE 2016 UNITED STATES
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, AND
MAINTAINING THAT THE RUS-
SIAN FEDERATION MUST BE
HELD ACCOUNTABLE FOR ITS
ACTIONS

Mr. FLAKE (for himself and Mr.
CooNS) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations:

S. REsS. 583

Whereas, on July 13, 2018, an investigation
of the Department of Justice resulted in the
indictment of 12 officials of the Government
of the Russian Federation for interfering
with the 2016 United States presidential elec-
tion;

Whereas, on July 13, 2018, when speaking
about the digital infrastructure of the
United States being under attack from for-
eign actors, Director of National Intelligence
Dan Coats stated, ‘“‘In regards to state ac-
tions, Russia has been the most aggressive
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foreign actor. No question. And they con-
tinue their efforts to undermine our democ-
racy.”’; and

Whereas, on July 16, 2018, in a joint press
conference in Helsinki, Finland, the Presi-
dent of the Russian Federation, Vladimir
Putin, denied that the Russian Federation
interfered in the 2016 United States presi-
dential election: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commends the Department of Justice
for its thorough investigation into the inter-
ference in the 2016 United States presidential
election, which resulted in the indictment of
12 intelligence officers of the Government of
the Russian Federation;

(2) agrees with the assessment of the
United States intelligence community that
the Russian Federation interfered with the
2016 United States presidential election, and
rejects the Russian Federation’s denial of
such involvement;

(3) reaffirms its position that the Russian
Federation must be held accountable for
interfering in the 2016 United States presi-
dential election;

(4) calls upon relevant committees of the
Senate to exercise congressional oversight,
including prompt hearings and the release of
relevant notes and information, to better un-
derstand the impact of the recent summit in
Helsinki, Finland, on the foreign policy and
national security of the United States; and

(5) calls for the immediate and full imple-
mentation of mandatory sanctions provided
for in the Countering America’s Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act (Public Law 115-44;
131 Stat. 886), which passed the Senate 98-2,
to deter and punish election interference by
the Russian Federation.

SENATE RESOLUTION 584—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE AGAINST THE MAKING
AVAILABLE OF CURRENT AND
FORMER DIPLOMATS, OFFICIALS,
AND MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES
FOR QUESTIONING BY THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF VLADIMIR PUTIN

Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr.
MENENDEZ, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. SCHATZ,
Mr. REED, Mr. LEAHY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
MANCHIN, Mr. CASEY, and  Mr.
BLUMENTHAL) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 584

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that the United States should refuse to make
available any current or former diplomat,
civil servant, political appointee, law en-
forcement official, or member of the Armed
Forces of the United States for questioning
by the government of Vladimir Putin.

SENATE RESOLUTION 585—COM-
MEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE COMMIS-
SIONING OF THE USS JOHN F.
KENNEDY

Mr. NELSON (for himself, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. WARNER, and Mr. KAINE) submitted
the following resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Armed
Services:

S. RES. 585

Whereas the USS John F. Kennedy (CV-67)
was named in honor of the 35th president of
the United States;
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